
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District;

April; the month we emerge from our long slumber and see the renewal of life in nature. We are very
fortunate to live in a country where this change can be truly observed. The warm spring air thaws
the frozen ground; trees and wild flowers begin to bud. We look around and see farmers picking up
their tools to till the land and plant seed for another harvest.  Unfortunately I think a lot of people
go about life without really giving a second thought to how things arrive at the supermarket; but
rather just complain about the prices food, without much thought to the hard work required to bring
in those crops.  In our own neighborhoods, we observe homeowners and landscapers raking and top-
dressing lawns and tending the flowerbeds.  When all is in bloom, neighbours walk by and remark
how marvelous everything looks and wasn’t it nice that the weather cooperated.  It's as if all of this
harvest, green grass and beautiful flowers appeared on their own with no thought given to the
preparation, tools and labour that was necessary to bring about this wonderful bounty.

So it is sometimes, with us Masons. We go to our Lodges or visit another and occasionally meet the
most wonderful Mason, who is receiving a well-earned meritorious, longevity or such award. We
talk about what a gentleman he is, his sense of humor, honesty, forthrightness, and what a good
family man he is; a man of values with a good work ethic and charitable character.  We praise him
for faithful attendance at Lodge, work therein and caring of the Craft. But what is rarely heard is
Freemasonry receiving any credit for these accomplishments. Like the garden in full bloom, this
wonderful Mason did not just appear.  He is the product of great preparation, proper application of
the working tools and the great support system of his brethren.  While we acknowledge a good
family life can produce good men, it is the nurturing environment of the Lodge that makes a good
man better.  Everything in the Lodge offers an opportunity for continual improvement.

Masonry instills self-discipline and confidence. It encourages us to stand and express our ideas
publicly. The working tools teach us to be industrious, to persevere and provide a pattern for our
lives. We learn protocol, etiquette and how to run a meeting; how to work with our fellow man and
treat him with respect and dignity. These are but a few examples of the skills and abilities gained
from Masonry. Nothing is wasted in Masonry, as every character, figure and emblem has a purpose.
Masonry does make a difference in your life.  It is often said “that you only get out of something
what you put in to it”. I can tell you that you will always get more out of Masonry by attending
Lodge, listening, learning, and participating.  By applying the fundamental principles and tenets you
acquire in Lodge, in your daily lives, you cannot help but grow as a human being and become a
better man; held in high esteem by your fellow Masons, family, friends, neighbors and the
community at large.  For that, you will be able to thank Freemasonry!

My brethren, once again I thank you for your attendance at the Official Visits in March. Let me
assure you that the brethren of the host lodes and I are truly grateful for your support.  It is
particularly appreciated to have such strong support from the Worshipful Masters, whom we thank
for taking time from their busy schedules to attend. Each night there seems to be a very tight
competition for the Traveling Gavel. I look forward with much anticipation to see who will be
awarded the Traveling Gavel at each of the following six Official Visits in April:



Monday, April 2 - Mimosa Lodge;  
Wednesday, April, 4 - Brougham-Union Lodge; 
Thursday, April 12 - Coronati Lodge; 
Monday, April 16 - Caledonia Lodge;
Tuesday, April 17 - Riverdale - John Ross Robertson Lodge; and 
Wednesday, April 18 - Markham Union Lodge. 

I also wish to remind you of two other very important dates in April.

First is our District Divine Service.  It is so very important that we all take this opportunity to attend
our annual District Divine Service. It provides the rare opportunity to be out in the community in full
regalia, for people to meet us and speak with us about Masonry. Maybe we can help to dispel some
of the many myths.  Please bring your family and friends to join us at this very friendly church where
we will be most welcomed.

DISTRICT DIVINE SERVICE
Regalia to be worn with business suit.
Sunday, April 22, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. (assembly at 9:30 a.m.)
Ebenezer United Church 
5000 Steeles Ave East, Markham. (N/W Corner of Brimley Rd.)
Families and friends are invited.

Secondly is our Spring District Meeting. Please plan on attending this very important meeting. We
will recap the past year to date, introduce those who intend to run for Grand Lodge Offices and give
you the opportunity to give input regarding future District events, workshops, etc. Remember this
is your District, we are all in this together and we all have a say.

DISTRICT MEETING 
Saturday, April 28, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. (registration at 9:00 a.m.)
Doric Pickering Masonic Temple
 
I wish to recognize here certain brethren to whom I have recently had the pleasure and privilege of
presenting certain Masonic Honours.  

At Universe Lodge, W. Bro. Scott Wilson, W.M., was presented with his 25-year pin.  An additional
honour for the W.M. is that he sits in the East as Universe Lodge celebrates its 50th anniversary.  I
congratulate the Lodge once again. 

At Scarborough Lodge, R.W. Bro Bill Evans, W.M., was presented with his 50-year pin.  R.W. Bro.
Evans also sat in the East 37 years ago and has been returned by the Lodge this year, to sit in the
Chair of K.S. in celebration of his 50 years as a Mason. We congratulate you on your continuing
commitment to your Lodge and the Craft in general.



At Acacia Lodge, Bro. William Morris was presented with his Lewis Jewel.  Bro. Morris was
unaware of the existence of the Lewis Jewel when he joined the Craft and his father had passed many
years ago.  We were able to contact Grand Lodge to obtain particulars of his father's Masonic career
and were pleased to make this presentation. Congratulations to you Bro. Morris. I know your father
would be very proud of you.

Our visit to the Horace Mundy Chapter, Order of DeMolay on Sunday, March 25, 2012, was well
attended and most inspiring. We learned quite a bit about the Order of DeMolay and saw these fine
young men at work. It is quite evident that they take much pride in being a member of DeMolay. On
behalf of the Toronto East District Masons, W Bro. David Neave and I presented the Chapter with
a cheque from the proceeds of our District Charity fund-raising draw. I can tell you the funds were
gratefully received and we have no doubt they will be faithfully applied to further the ideals of
DeMolay locally. I hope that we will continue to support these young men who take such pride in
their association with the Craft and may one day become Masons, based on their favourable
impression of our Craft. Brethren, I thank you again for making our fund-raising efforts a success.

 
W. Bro. David Neave and W. Bro. Bill Willis have informed me the District Awards packages and
Gala Tickets for the 1  Annual Black & White Gala, are now in the hands of the your Lodgesst

Secretaries and Senior Wardens respectively. Both Chairmen are working with great enthusiasm to
make this a very special night for your ladies and to give proper recognition to the recipients of
the various District Awards. I know you will support what we believe to be a very important event
for Toronto East District.  Please note that your family and friends are most welcome to attend.

To remain up to date on the events within our District, please remember to read the Trestle Board
and make note of the dates.  Or visit our District website managed by Bro. Michael K. Morris,
www.torontoeastdistrict.com to check the calendar.

May the G.A.O.T.U. watch over you and yours and may we all strive to live up to our obligations.

Fraternally,

R.W. Bro. Keith Jones
District Deputy Grand Master
Toronto East District

http://www.torontoeastdistrict.com/
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